Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CANBER 03003 2008 19Z 
20 

ACTION PM-07 

INTO OCT-OI AE-IO EA-II NEA-I4 ISO-00 NSC-07 SP-03 SS-20 

RSC-OI CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 PA-04 USIA-I5 

PRS-01 MMS-03 NSCE-00 10-14 DRC-01 /I22W 

086830 

R 200803Z MAY 74 
PM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
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AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
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CINCPAC 

CONPIDENTIAL CANBERRA 3003 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL XO, US, UK, AS 

SUBJ: JOURNALISTS' VISITS TO DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: A) STATE 100897 B) JAKARTA 6073 

1. BELIEVE THAT ON BALANCE OUR INTERESTS IN AUSTRALIA WILL BE 
BETTER SERVED BY NOT RPT NOT REKINDLING MEDIA INTEREST IN 
DIEGO GARCIA THROUGH A VISIT BY JOURNALISTS AT THIS TIME. 

I PEEL REASONABLY SURE THAT GOA WOULD SHARE THIS JUDGMENT. AGREE 
WITH REP B THAT JOURNALISTS WOULD CONSIDER THEY WERE 
SEEING "BEPORE " STATUS. IN ADDITION, AUSTRALIAN REPORTERS' ATTENTION 
MIGHT FOCUS UNHELPFULLY UPON THE UTAPAO CONNECTION AND USAP 
PACILITIES IN THAILAND. 

2. SHOULD VISIT GO PORWARD DESPITE OUR RESERVATIONS, WE 
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BELIEVE AUSTRALIAN CORRESPONDENTS AS WELL AS OTHERS SHOULD BE 
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GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE. WE WOULD PRESUMABLY NEED 
TO INVITE REPORTERS EROM THE THREE MAJOR NEWS CHAINS AND THE 
AAP. 

GREEN 
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